University. While working on that degree, William Henning was welcomed to the faculty as an animal breeder in charge of sheep and thus began his long and distinguished career with that species of livestock.
In 1924, William Henning was elected SecretaryTreasurer of the American Southdown Breeders Association. He served in that position for 51 years.
In The laboratories and offices in the new structure were at that time among the finest in the nation, and for the first time in 70 years, all segments of the Department of Agriculture were housed in one building.
As Pennsylvania Secretary of Agriculture, Dr. Henning was responsible for the establishment of the Pennsylvania Department of Agriculture Meat Animal Evaluation Center. This Center, located on the University Park Campus, provides facilities and educational programs to Pennsylvania livestock producers. The operations focus on progeny-testing beef cattle, swine and sheep.
Dr. Henning's career spanned numerous scientific advances in agriculture, and as professor and Pennsylvania Secretary of Agriculture he continuously stressed the importance of research to improve the quality and quantity of Pennsylvania's farm products. A vigorous supporter of scientific advances in the techniques of agricultural production, Dr. Henning was constantly concerned about the small independent farm. He never ceased working to make all Pennsylvanians aware of the opportunities for the improvement and expansion of agriculture in the Commonwealth.
On April 28, 1967, in recognition of 43 years of outstanding service to agriculture and society, 173 former students, colleagues and members of agricultural organizations exhibited their appreciation by presenting the Department of Animal Industry with a life-size portrait of Dr. Henning, painted by Agnes Allen.
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